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Share Your Planting Season Experience for
#Plant2021

After along winter and a challenging year, spring has finally
come. As the world around us bursts into song and color, our
farmers will begin to work the soil they’ve protected all winter
and plant the seeds they will nurture for months to come. Later
this year, the fruits of their labor will become the food that feeds
our communities, the fiber that clothes our families, and the fuel
that powers industries.

For many, 2020 was the first year they’d ever seen an empty shelf at the grocery store. And
for the first time, many people realized how much they take farming and the people who make
it possible for granted. Fewer and fewer Americans understand what our farmers do, who they
are, and the hard work they put in. Let’s change that.

This planting season, let Farmers.gov showcase your work by participating in the #Plant2021
campaign. We'll share your story on @FarmersGov on social media and a
nationwide storymap. Here’s how:

Using your smartphone or digital camera, take photos of what’s happening on your operation
during planting season. Videos may be too large to email as attachment, so you can email
them to us via mail drop (iPhone), Google Photos (Android), or any other file sharing service.
Afewideas:


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2d8d6fb
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0cc16c80b9e74684cb2108d91584c2d6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637564482239576277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aYp3UoKdMaTAFYZvDK4eioW0rSi%2Fs8sWvEnvdI%2FzV20%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0cc16c80b9e74684cb2108d91584c2d6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637564482239586231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eaVwE8Cvrako65tLWYn1GJyXZlk948kFmxw8ixr6xJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0cc16c80b9e74684cb2108d91584c2d6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637564482239586231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nVgCm%2FUYSgPRa%2FU6JGUJ0czFapp3YYUmXwdz7nqlLz4%3D&reserved=0
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e If you're comfortable, we'd love to see the people that make it happen set against the
backdrop of your agricultural operation.

o Take a photo from inside the tractor cab so we can see what you see.

e Photos at sunrise or sunset are always beautiful!

e Behind-the-scenes photos showing us the amount of planning and preparation it takes
to have a successful planting season are welcomed.

e Emerging (baby) crops.

Submit your photos/videos along with the following information to us
at SM.FP.Social@usda.gov:

e Yourname if you're comfortable sharing.
e Location of the operation (city or county and state).
¢ Information about what’s in the photo/video and what’s being planting.

e Yourthoughts about this year's planting season. Is this year different from previous
years? How do you feel about the season? What are you hopeful about?

e If youroperation has a Facebook, Twitter, and/or Instagram account, please include it
so that we can tag you.

Please note that by submitting your photo/video, you are granting USDA permission to use
these materials for outreach and education purposes. Follow @FarmersGov
on Facebook, Twitter, and_Instagram, and we look forward to sharing your story!

USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve
Program in Effort to Boost Enroliment and
Address Climate Change

USDA will open enroliment in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher payment
rates, new incentives, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change
mitigation. Additionally, USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to increase climate-
smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP) projects and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials.

Conservation Reserve Program

USDA'’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates and
expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the program.
CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long track record of
preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as well providing
healthy habitat for wildlife.

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in the
program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). If
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USDA reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the program, it will
mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent 90 million pounds of
nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into our waterways each year.

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-Smart
Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include
establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland
restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the
benefits of each practice type.

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled.
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase
producer interest and enrollment, FSA is:

e Adjusting soil rental rates.This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments,
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate.

¢ Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%.This incentive for
continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in addition to
cost share payments.

¢ Increasing payments for water quality practices.Rates are increasing from 10% to
20% for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the CRP
continuous signup, such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter strips.

o Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate.This benefits more than 1,300
counties with rates currently below the minimum.

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’s New with CRP”_fact sheet.

USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and
Leases Survey

You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides the basis
for estimates of the current year's cash rents paid forirrigated cropland, non-irrigated
cropland, and permanent pasture. Please complete your Cash Rents and Leases survey by
June 21. This survey can be completed and returned by mail, over the phone, or at
agcounts.usda.gov.

Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to finalizing new rates each year. Survey
responses from as many localities as possible help calculate more accurate rental rates.

Completion of the survey ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your locality. Survey
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results will also give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental agreements, and financial
planning for your agricultural operation.

In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey results will be
available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer or operation can be
identified. NASS will publish the survey results on August 27 at quickstats.nass.usda.gov/.

If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or visit:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide to NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_ County/index.

php.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new
or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat,
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas),
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities,
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold
storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Know your Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and
county so please contact your local FSA office for alist of county-specific planting deadlines.
The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Applying for Youth Loans
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The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a
legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
Be unable to get aloan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as
outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under
guidance and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun:

yes"> </span>The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along
with providing adequate supervision.

For help preparing the application forms, contact your County USDA Service Center at or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for May

Farm Operating- Direct 1.750%

Farm Ownership- Direct 3.250%

Farm Ownership- Direct, Join Financing 2.5%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 1.375%

Farm Operating- Microloan 1.750%

Y
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339 Busch's Frontage Rd.
Suite 104
Annapolis, MD 21409

Phone: 443-482-2760
Fax: 855-401-6638

State Executive Director

Norman Cummins, Acting

norman.cummins @usda.gov

Farm Loan Programs Chief

Joseph Scott
joseph.scott@usda.gov

Farm Programs Chief

Robert Wevodau
robert.wevodau@usda.gov

FSA State Committee:
Jenny Rhodes, Chairperson
Steve Ernst

Steve Isaacson

Pat Langenfelder

Chris Parker

NRCS State Conservationist

Terron L. Hillsman, Ph.D.
terron.hillsman@usda.gov

CONTACT US:
Farm Service Agency
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Risk Management Agency
Service Center Locator
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